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Thriving Schools: Using Outdoor and Environmental Learning
A Roadmap for Schools and Districts for Use of ESSER Funds

Introduction

: KHQWH \SUWHDG RI D QRYHOFRURCQDYLLXV IRUFHG WH FRVXUH RI VFKRRO DRRW WH FRXQA! 1QVSUQ R HEXFDRY/
EHI DQWR H SGUWH DP XGWXGH Rl VADW LHV IRUD VDIH UAMUD\R [Q SHYRQ BDLRIQ) IRUMNMGHQW \WDFKHY DQG Wl 7KH
FKD@®IQJ HY DQG FROWHT XHFHV DARADMG Z IW WHP R DQG K\ EUG GDWIQ] P RGHY FDQLRVWEH RYHWWMWG HVSHAD LQRXU
P RWWXQHIDE®! FRP P XQWAV YoWDWRQYZ IGH  LQQARYDWYH GDGHLY DQG VFKRRY IRXQG RIHDWYH Z D\ VR (DYL] DM WRH
FKDIQIHV $ P RQJ WH ViXFHW WRUHY Z HIH VFKRRY WDWGELG Z KDAP L] KWDSSHDUVR EH RCH Rl WH P RWREVIRXV WIQT V
WH FRXG GRL they took learning outdoors.

) URP FRDWAR FROWWMRUHV RI LQGLYIGXDOFOMHY VAKRR®Y DQG HYHQ HOWIH VAKRROGIMAIEW BHOLQ) RQ RXVERRUFDVRRP V
|RUD@RUSDWARI WH VFKRROGD, DU SRSSIQI XS HYHW Z KHUH 7 KHVH VROMRQV DUH QRABMAD Z D \R | CAQMM GDIQ) Z KHQ
VAKRRCFDQBAEH IQVHWIRQ MIVDZ D\ VR JURZ DQG WAHQ) WHQ RXUHGXFDWRQ M MIMP VR QXUUH D UDQJ H RI W@ DQG
LOMBMV KHS UHDTH HYHY WMGHQA XQT XH SRWMQADO DQG SUHSDUH IRUZ KDMYHUWH [ XVMUH EUQIV

( QVURQP HQECHGXFDWRQ Z W IWIRFXV RChands-on learning DQGauthentic problem solving FDQWDQMRUWP HGXFDWRQ
8MQ) WH RXVERRLY DV D FRQM WRUGDIQ) DRRWWH
FXUWEXGP LV SIRYHQW SURP R CRWIMADFDGHP L VXFFHW EXW
enhance critical thinking, collaboration, and leadership skills.
7TKAWH  QGQIVDUWH CRAGHZ L DQG SURSRCHOW R HOYILRCGP HQWRIO
DQG RXVERRUHGXFDARQ KDYH EHHQVRX\WD) WHP IRU

GHFDGAM.  EXWKH QHI DWYH [P SDRW RI VFKRRCFRVXUHY DQG

WP RWM GDLQQ) FRP ELQHG Z IW WH SRANHWRI VKFFHW 1O XMQJ
RXVERRUCDIQ] VR RYHURP H WRWH [P SDRW KDYH WUKMAH
IDFWIQR DQHZ @ KW

( QVILRQP HQWCODQG RXVBRRUGDLIQ] supports students’ social
emotional learning IQFAGQ P RUH GLIHHQADMG LOMKPARQ
SIRMPNEDVHG GDLIQ)  DQG SIRYIGIQ) P RUA \SDFH IRUMNMGHQWN
YRIFH DQG FKRIFHL. DONA VR KHBIQ) WYGHQN GHYHBS DVHOH R
DIHCR DQG FRQ GHQAH

It's time to take a fresh look at environmental education as schools return more fully to in person learning during the
next school year and beyond DQG GHYHRS WDMJ LHV R KHS WXGHQN UHFRYHUILRP 6DWQIQ)I RW WDXP D DQG MROWRQ

7KIVWP H R WDQMRQ DQG UHP DI LQIQ) HGXFDWRQ RIIHY D FUMFDCY LQGRZ Rl RSSRWYQW VR DFFHBIUDM HIIRWV VR HQUXUH
HYHY WMGHQA) HWVR EHQH WURP RXVERRUBDIQQ) H SHUHGRHVHYHY GD.

Using ESSER Funds to Take Outdoor Learning to Scale

&29, UHIH SDANDJHVSDMHG E\ &RQIHWIQ DG SURYIGHG QHD® EIGRQ R KHS SXETF VFKRRY
RYHURP H WH FKDEHQJ) HV DARADMG Z W BRSHQQ) VAKRRY P DIQMQQ) DVDIH DQG KHDOM BDUIQ) HOVILRGP HQW

RYHJRP LQJ GDUIQI ®W DQG P RWH _7KH86 ' HSDUR HOMRL ( GXFDURQB/E&2 9. +$1' 9@ 2. 5RDGP DS R
5HRS 60HD DOG 0 @B X 1 HHGVUHFRP P HQGV WDVWARMM DQG GFDOGHAMRQ P DNHLY SURUMYH WUH
HWHQWDO) RDY

1. Creating Healthy and Safe Learning Environments
2. Addressing Lost Instructional Time
3. Supporting Staff and Educator Stability and Wellbeing


https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening-2.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening-2.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening-2.pdf
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7KH EURDG DQG HQFRP SDWMQI CDMUH RI WHVH J RDY GHRHVWVIMY D FR@ERWDAYH DSSURDAK XMQJ DORXU
WM DQG FRP P XQW UHVRXUAHV R DRKIHYH WHP - 7 KH RSSRWXQWAV | RUHQYLLRCGP HQRICHGXFDWRQ VR SO)

DQ HYIGHQRH EDVHG VXSSRWY UR®G! LQ DGGUHMWMQI WH DFDGHP LE VRADCDQG HP RARQDAQHHGVRI RXU
WYGHQW | DOY. HOY IWLQ WH DIRZ DE®! XVHV | RUMHVH IXQGV

) R@®Z1Q) DUH\VSHAL F evidence-based recommendations IRUXMQ] RXWERRUDQG HOVILRGQP HQWO
HGXFDARQ VR HOKDQPH VAKRRCDQG GIMAIEWH | RWW VR DGGUAW DFDGHP IE \RADODQG HP RWRQDOCHHGVRI
VIMGHQN Z KI(B1 P DQMQQ] VDIH DQG KHDOM\ GDLQIQ) HQYILRCP HQV

$ QQXDOB WGHQW LHTS ( [ SHUHQFHV
© HHNOD * UHHQ 6 FKRRY $ PWYIMHY
' DO 8 VHRI 2 XVBRRU& DVWURRP V

2 QIRIQJ 3 RIHMWIRQDO HDLWQIQU |RU7HDFKHY/
2 QIRIQJ 2 XVERRU( GXFDARQ 6 Vi I LQJ

Sustaining Success: Staffing & Coordination

) XQGV DERFDMG R GRFDCHGXFDARQ DI HOAHY WURXI K WH $ P HUFDQ 5HARYHY 3@Q P XW\EH REQ DMG IRU
\SHQGIQJ E\ 6HSWP EHU JIMQ) VFKRRCERDUGY DQG GIMAIPADGP LOMADRLY MWARYHUWUHH \ HDLY
R P DNH IQYHWR HON WIDWDGGUHAW P SDFW DWRADMG Z W &2 9, 7KLVWP HIGH DOR RIIHWD Z IQGRZ
Rl RSSRWYQW | RUWBMW DQG GFDCHGXFDWRQ DI HOAHV VR BDQIQR WH IXVMUH Rl HOXFDARQ EXLTGIQ)
FDSDAW DQG 1Q UDVAKPMUH VR VXSSRWIKH : - KR®! / HDUOHUDQG VXWELQ [QQRYDARQ

7R FRP SGP HOAQYHWIE HON 1Q RXAVERRUFDMRRP \SDFHV  HT H SHUHGAHV IRUMMGHQN DQG J BHHQ
VFKRROSUDPWEHY HGXFDWRQ D HOAHV VKRX@ FROUGHURBDAD) RUH SDQGIQ) DGGMRQDOMA Q) WAVRXUFHV
VR \XSSRWAHIHAYH LB SGP HOAMRQ R RXAVERRUDQG HOYILRGP HQEICHGXFDARQ ( WEEQKIQ) D WM Z IGH
( QVLRGP HQBO MR & RRUEICDIRUZ RX@ DTRZ. 6( $ VR VENH D KROME DSSURDAK VR HOYWRQP HQEIO
HGXFDARQ VINH WRANR! Z KHUH HOYWRGP HQWICHGXFDWRQ FDQ EH LOMI UDMG LOR WH FXWEXGP  DAHYHY
JUDGH BIYHAQ Z D, V\KDAXXS SRUNNGHQMXFFHW DQG VKSSRWY ( $ VIQHIHPRYHD XMQ) ( 66( 5 IXQGV
Outdoor learning specialists DAWKMH VFKRROGMAIPABGIYHOFDQ SURYIGH GFDT HG FXUIFXQUFRQCHRARQY
DGGIMRDIQMKFWRCDOFDSDAW | RUIQGIYIGXDOFAKRRY DG RQJRIQ) SURIHWMRQDOGHYHESP HOADQG

P HQRUQ) |RUWDFKHWY/IQ XMQ) RXAVERRUBDLOQ) VSDFHV DQG FRQGHAMY RXVERRUH, SHUHQRHV\R
FOWRRP IOMKPARQ

Building in staffing supports for environmental literacy and outdoor learning at the state and district
levels creates infrastructure for sustained success and deeper integration of regular and meaningful
opportunities for students to learn outside well beyond this time of transition in education.
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